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Strong, L.A.G. The Bay. Lippincott Co., Feb. 18, 1942. 382p. 


Mr. Strong British novelist largely Irish descent and con- 
siderable Irish background but English schooling, Brighton, Oxford. 
set among Irish folk sea coast towns-with 


The 
Catholicism, and fringe drink and prostitution. 


The hero, Luke Mangan, 54, purports tell his life story. When 
his parents drown Killarney his Uncle John, kindly drunkard, puts 
Luke the care straight-laced Aunt Edith, whom hates. After 
permitted live Ann Dunn's house, old family 
maid whom adores, sent monastic boarding school, where 
one monk, The Spectre, hateful and another, all, runs off 
with shop-girl, whom all the boys had called After Ann Dunn 
dies leaves school and gets lowly Civil Service job Dublin and 
lodges with good But when the maid, Nora, has come his 
room and discovered there while resists her, she accuses him- 
and his horror even Uncle John believes her but takes matter 
course.(p.187) drifts into "pubs" and meets many prostitutes, 
especially Eiley, but fear hell and disease, keep him from sin. 
Then meets Muriel, four years older, fine family, with whom 
falls love. The father, Mr. Travers, jealous, tolerates him because 
seems too young. But when she confesses her love for Luke and the 
father learns their correspondence, there fearful explosion 
during which Luke insists becoming engaged. They marry-she al- 
most too passionate, and especially disappoints him having in- 
tellectual interests. meets Mary Carmichael, unmarried girl. 
Clandestine correspondence and meeting and adultery does 
not feel sin but true love and ennobling. Mary, his adult- 
eress, aristocrat them all. She was the best human 
being have ever known, and the saved soul 
"But the moralists can take comfort. were 
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Mary died peritonitis, the result attempt. 
His wife, Muriel, having withheld Mary's last letter, Luke gets drunk 
and goes home resolved kill her. When she accuses herself for some- 
how having failed satisfy him, her selflessness overpowers him, She 
sends him away vacation. returns determined her happy. 
But finds her dead, run over cart. feels for 
the death two women. confesses priest who 
says that "God's laws seemed often beer the individual will, 
but that the only true happiness lav keeping them, and that those 
who broke them must suffer always." Later the priest introduced 
him Kathleen, 18, whom made good husband and whom had 
many children and with whom has happy life. 


The main idea finally that God's laws are necessary and adultery, 
matter how alluring, bad. That idea somewhat 
however, the fact that while his virtuous wife and the adulteress 
die, marries sweet young virgin and lives happily ever after. For 
that reason not really impressively worthwhile book. There 
are few biblically famous strong words it, but the sinful sex 


metters are treated with the proper restraint. man's recourse 
prostitution strongly and alcoholic indulgence also. 
The description the monastery school not sound authentic and 
little offensive Catholic feeling. But for one minor instance 
(p.291), the Catholic priests are presented wholesome manner, 
the whole the book recommended for adults and can given col- 


lege students. 


Steinbeck, John. The Moon Down. Press, Inc., March 


The setting this novelette the noted author Grapes Wrath 
occupicd town 4500 people unspecified enemy-overrun 

country Europe, excent the English are mentioned, 
yet the names the invaders are German and those the invaded are 


Dutch Norwegian. 


Colonel Lanser with small force the town and calls Mayor 
Orden with Mr. Corell, the popular storekeeper, who, develops, had 
acted the and given Lanser record all the firearms 
the Colonel Lanser, tired but polite, states that his duty 
the coal out the mines and hopes the Mayor, save trouble 
for his people, will encourage them The Colonel and his 
staff quarter themselves the Mayor's Though the invaders sre 
very correct trouble slowly gathers. rock hits Mr. Corell. Then Alex 
Morden, rebelliously leaving the mine and being ordered back, flies 
into rage and kills Bentick. According orders, Colonel 
Lanser, though doubts the wisdom the procedure, has Morden 
and shot. This galvanizes the people into secret united resistance 
aided the Mayor. Sebotage and even everywhere. Life for 
the occupation troops becomes Tonder honorably 
falls love with Morden's widow, respectfully calls upon 
her, pleading just permitted tnlk her. When with some en- 
couragement, calls again she kills him. few escape England 
2sk for weapons, not guns, but and poison. English bombers 


drop these widely small parachute devices. Bombings become intol- 
erable, Reluctantly Colonel Lanser, obeying headquarters and Corell, 
takes Mayor Orden into custody, hostage against further dyna- 
miting. The Mayor, becoming nobel, says that asking the people not 
dynamite would make them sad but would not make them obey. Executing 
him will not stop the dynamiting either, says, but knows the 
Colonel's orders--and prepared pay the price. are given 
understand that new hostages will readily take the place the lead- 


ers executed. 
This book has none the crudities Grapes Wrath. restrain- 
tone. Nor does paint the invaders black. There 
artistic fairness about the 


The author's purpose, however, quite clearly incite civilians 
occupied countries stab, and even poison. course 
means apply only, one presumes, the civilians Axis occupied 
But what's sauce for the goose sauce for the gander. 
the duty French women poison non-offending German sentinels 
France, then will also the duty German women poison Am- 
erican sentries once again they stationed the Rhine- 
land 1919. And then would brand such civilian tactics, not 
German patriotism, but German And that what would 
be. For French, Dutch, Norwegian, Chinese Philippino civilians 
stab poison correctly-behaving Axis soldiers murder. And pre- 
sent such actions virtues duties immoral. 


Mr. Steinbeck had really succeeded making feel that civilian 
sniping and dynamiting something we, given the occasion, should do, 
one would have condemn the But fiction not easily 
not easy philosophy religion. Actually, most read- 
ers upon finishing this book, will feel they should, that once the 
army has lost the field foolish, say the least, for the civil- 
ians take the killing and the dynamiting. this assumption 


tamely recommend the book. 


Ripley, Clement. Mississippi Appleton-Century Co. Feb. 27, 
1942. 307p. $2.5 


Clement Ripley's Mississippi Belle romance story 
dealing with the loves and misfortunes young New Orleans 


the 1830's, There thin veneer politics economics but 
essentially the book deals only with the life Caitlin Ryan. 


Caitlin Ryan's parents, Shamus, the Big Mick, Boston contractor-poli- 
tician, and Miranda, Vermont school teacher, died when she was only 
fifteen and for the next three four yeers she was trained con- 
vent boarding school the ward Brady. the story opens 
Caitlin, backstage after program sweetly sung sentimental Irish 
ballads, meeting, being kissed falling love with Beuch- 
leigh Preswald, slightly wild senior but good Kentucky stock, 
The developing romance carried semi-clandestinely with Caitlin 
feeling very unmeidenly about until she confides her adviser, 
Sister Serena who takes the whole matter the Bishop, under whose 


aegis Buck and Caitlin are married, 


200, 


Caitlin has inheritance twenty-five thousand dollars which she 
and Buck use buy land and labor contracts for cotton along the 
Mississippi, The labor contracts are those gang immigrant 
Irish paddys who had indentured themselves for passage America. 
Buck, Caitlin and the paddys west along the Erie canal during 
which trip there rather brutal fight between canal bully and 
Coolin, the paddy boss, who becomes Caitlin's abject slave when she. 
cares for wound received the fight. Embarking the Mississ- 
ippi Caitlin wishes care for her paddys thus precipitating quar- 
rel with Buck who begins drink and gamble until has lost all 
their assets game with Jim Blake, professional steamboat gambler. 
disgrace Buck commits suicide and Caitlin left penniless enters 
into agreement with Blake pool their talents opening 
honest gambling house New Orleans, Caitlin also agrees take 
charge the allied entertainment and contribute her sentimental 
singing Irish ballads. During the boat trip Caitlin meets young 
planter, Dan Bedford, who re-enters the story later on. 


Blake's house success with Caitlin's (now Kate Ryan) voice draw- 
ing the crowd and honesty keeping them. course, this 
work Caitlin associated with prostitutes, pimps and others that 
ilk but manages keep herself fairly pure while carrying and giving 
birth Buck's Kate Ryan the toast New Orleans for sev- 
eral years during which the nanic 1837 brewing. When the panic 
strikes Blake almost cleaned out but manages stay business. 
During this time Caitlin's son-James has been away boarding 
school under Sister Serena's care, One just before Andrew 
visit New Orleans 1840, twenty-five years after the famous 
battle, effort win votes for Van Buren against Harrison, 
Caitlin receives letter from Sister Serena from she learns that 
James unhappy without mother, She determines become respect- 
able and rear James herself. that end she Blake for 
money that she can start new life upriver, 


Dan Bedford had been member Jackson's party the downriver 
trip. For years had been tied his mother her apron strings, 
and final effort break away takes his awailable capital, 
five thousend dollars, and gambles with win the 
loses and Blake gives Caitlin the She goes upstream 
the same boat with Dan, who still knows her only Mrs. Preswald, 
Jackson Memphis, There Dan starts work newspaper entering 
the campaign for Congress and Caitlin lives with James. She 

recognized, however, Norris, New Orleans rake, who hes 
wanted her for some time and Dan gets into quarrel with Norris from 
which challenge duel results. save Dan from certain death 
she reveals herself the notorious Kate and prevents the duel. 
course, Caitlin love with Dan but feels that she marry 
him after the She then accepts Jim Blake who had come her 
assigtance and arranges Texas with him. However the 
through Blake's instrumentality, she and Dan are brought to- 
gether the story ends, 


Mississippi Belle typical magazine story love and 
with Spice thrown for added There nothing 
value the book but there are many points which militate against 
Catholic her association with prostitution, 


Longstreet, Stephen. The Gay Sisters. Random House, 1942. 


$2.50 


his latest novel, The Gay Sisters, Stephen Longstreet presents 
with picture some the prodecural complexities modern civil 
law, set methods evolved lawyers through the ages and having 
reached our day state where the poor laymen, under the skillful 
guidance his counsellor, wanders through almost incomprehensi- 
ble maze methodical legality. Accompanying this picture Mr. Long- 
street also presents the idea that law may used hinder rather 
than forward justice when the advantage un- 
principled lawyers judges have so. 


sell the Thus said the first American Gaylord and his 
descendants never did. Instead they went and aquiring more and 
more land the heart New York and adding mines, railroads, fac- 
tories and utilities until that mythical monster, the Gaylord fortune, 
reached the staggering total half billion dollars. Half billion 
dollars! vast power for good and evil and technically speaking all 
the property the three Gaylord sisters. Only technically, however, 
since actuality the entire estate came into litigation after the 
death Penn Sutherland Gaylord being administered multitude 
courts together with greater multitude lawvers and adherent par- 
asites, many whom waxed and grew fat its adninistration. Penn 
Gaylord died during the first World War and for twenty vears his es- 
tate remained litigation due the machinations lawyers and 
judges until its vast bulk was diminished that after the final set- 
tlement only paltry twenty thousand year went each the three 
sisters. the meantime the lives three women, child and two men 
are almost completely ruined. 


Fiona Gaylord, once beautiful and talented woman who could have made 
success life, moves through the story driven intensely the 
desire settle the estate that she loses all perspective and wil- 
ling sacrifice anything gain her final goal. Among these sacri- 
fices are the love John Berkeley, her father's business associate 
and head the Berkeley interests which are partially bound with 
the Gaylord estate, her lives and the happiness the 
gitimate son whose existence John Berkeley ignorant. Susanna 
Gaylord, married Sayer Allan, pervert, with whom she has never 
lived, falls love with Gig Young, tempestuous and wilful young 
artist. Finally there Evelyn, half-sister the other two, whose 
legal status hes vacillated dizzily between bastardy and legitimacy 
and who now Lady Burton, wife R.A.F. pilot. Austin Gaylord, 
the illegitimate son John and Fiona, thin, weedy, unhappy 
child substituting dream world for the natural life denied him 
the conditions under which lives. the picture have 
John Berkelev, intensely desirous heir, but emotionally sterile 
since Fiona denied him, devoting all his energies the development 
the Berkeley fortune. The real story revolves around two incidents, 
John's discovery that Austin his son and Gig's love for Susanna. 


When Gig and Susanna fall love they want marry but she unable 
obtain sufficient money bribe Saver Allan into annulment. Gig 
immediately urges her give everything and away with him but 
Susannna refuses, feeling herself bound familv loyalty stand 
Fiona and rather nebulous moral eode which forbids such 


Gig then fancies himself love with Evelyn and after her husband dies 


makes her the same proposition. She, however, feels bound return. 
England carry and under any convinces Gig 

that really love with Susanna. That problem settled suc- 
cessfully after Allan obtains annulment and the estate settled, 


Through the machinations Herschell Gibbon, one the unscrupulous 
lawyers connected with the estate, John Berkeley discovers that Aus- 
tin Gaylord really his son Fiona. immediately plans 
possession the boy and train him carry the 
that wealth involves. Fiona will not relinquish the boy any degree. 
John then offers share him marry her but she still refuges. 
then exposes the entire scandal court his efforts gain 
custody but Fiona perjures herself and completely ruins her own 
putation defeating him. However she finds that John can block 
settlement the estate and order achieve her one goal life 
she trades him the boy for his help. Thereafter John and Austin are 
building Berkeley Square, sort super-Rocke- 
feller Center. Fiona, however, goes pieces completely 
good start career dipsomania. 


The plot extremely involved both the past and the present and 
exigencies space prevent the inclusion many incidents which help 
shape the main thesis. Some these, however, must mentioned since 
they bear the recommendation. example the conduct Burton 
Rust, one the lawyers, entirely reprehensible, even though 
supposedly cultured and the conduct Herschell Gibbon, lawyer 
the opposite type likewise not condoned. Both are utterly 
unscrupulous and are working for their own direct contravention 
their clients' interests. interest also are the comments Judge 
Fowler and Judge Kelton and especially Counsellor Ralph Pedloch 

the nature, aims and end law. The author uses these characters 
expound views the justice law which are 
rather nebulous and not entirely Particularly sad the case 
Dick Tone, who once overstepped legal bounds attempt fur- 
ther the ends Justice and whose punishment was swift and severe 
while those colleagues who remained within the the law went 


unpunished. 


The inclusion profanity and immorality makes the book unsuitable 
for most readers. The nebulosity the author's views some funda- 
mental principles, such the exact nature and authority moral 
code, makes unsuitable for However this reviewer feels that 
there some value the book for well-educated, intelligent adults 
who can trusted discriminate between good and evil and recom- 


mends only for that type reader. 


Smith, Lady Eleanor. The Man Grev. Doubleday, Doran and Co. 
Feb. 1942. 30lp. $2.50 


This novel social life the late 18th and early 19th century 
England not historical except very diluted sense, Primarily 
records the failure hasty and succeeding quadrangle 


affair. 
When Mary Rohan's husband, David, was called fight after brief 


honeymoon, she decided explore the family mansion. While examining 
portrait man grey, she released spring and uncovered 
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cache old documents from which she wrote recreation the life 
the Lord Rohan and his famously beautiful wife, 


Clarissa Richmond was orphan, bred genteely Miss Patchett's 
Acadeny Bath which also came second orphan more 
circumstances, Hesther Clarissa was fair beauty, Hesther aiso 
beautiful but darker type. Clarissa was open, frank, generous, 
Hesther secretive and envious. Clarissa's fortune, told 
showed promising future; one glance Hesther's palm and the gypsy 
refused talk but went once. Yet the two became friends sorts. 
Soon Hesther eloped with Ensign Ned Barbary without even farewell 
her closest friend. Clarissa cut short her academic work and went 
London. 


after her debut Lord Rohan, the man grey, whom all called 
The Ghost, decided marry and perpetuate the family 
business-like yet bored manner looked around, ama- 
teurishly and matter-of-fact way proposed and married Clariss 
First daughter, then son are born after which, mutual agreement 
they lived apart, devoting himself business, horses and bachelor 
parties and gambling, she society and also some gaming. 


trip Oxford buy pair bays for her phaeton, Clarissa's 
coach was stopred night and man insisted riding with 
her. Upon leaving Oxford kissed her, arousing passion never 
stimulated her husband. The next day the theatre she discovered 
that the attractive adventurer was the leading actor and that her 
friend school days, Hesther Shaw Barbary, was also the cast. 
Pity for Hesther, coupled with desire learn more the romantic 
lead-actor, Swinton Rokeby, offer position govern- 
ess Hesther who soon attracted the and heart Lord Rohan. 
Then Hesther, order expand the triangle quadrangle and 
safeguard her own position, secured position for Clarissa 
and Swinton engaged passionate long-continuing love 
affair, culminating Rokeby's departure search for hidden for- 
tune. died Almost the same time Clarissa, who was with 
child Rokeby, was being murdered that she could 
void being installed outside house "kept The mur- 
der Clarissa seemed clear the for her marriage Lord Ro- 
han when faithful blackamoor servant, Toby, reported the 
murder Rohan. Hesther forced confess. Soon after she 
ted suicide. 


Mary Rohan completed the story her husband's She began 
hear strange sounds, sensed evil influence the air, finally 
answered insistent summons her bedroom door and found dead 

with look horror her face, 


The hasty courtship and lack love Lord Rohan for Clarissa 
the first factor that resulted later 
Rokeby and Rohan's choice Hesther Shaw. Moral:Love before you leap. 
Although all the participants reap some punishment (Lord Rohan es- 
capes most lightly) yet the idea prevails pre-determined fates 
which the gypsy fortuneteller could read and which nullified the re- 
sponsibility the characters. The evil influence, ghost Hes- 
ther, causing the death Mary theatrical terror-inspiring de- 
vice. The left-handed compliment excellent Jesuit educa- 
tion (.193) more than balanced his loose moral 
difficult see any value this novel. 


* 


LITERARY GUILD-MARCH 


Field, Bradda. Bride The Greystone Press, February 26, 
1942. 963p. $3.00 


Some historical figures gain prominence because their outstanding 
achievements. About others the cloak fame infamy clings, not for 
their actual accomplishments, but because their method snd success 
attaining their own personal ambitions and desires. Bride Glor 
the story woman this latter type-of woman who would offer 
anything whatever cost, whether name, honor, even herself 
illicit and edulterous love, that her name could pess pos- 
terity wreathed garland glory. That was Emy Lyon, daughter 
blacksmith, who became Emma, Hamilton, wife His Majesty's 
Minister the court Naples, trusted friend queen and consort 


Vice Admiral Nelson. 


the story opens June 1780 find this fifteen year old girl, 
proud, haughty and impetuous, suddenly overcome with yearning for ad- 
venture, which prompts her run away from her companion while 
shopping tour London. Penniless after being her savings, 
hungry and tired, ashamed return her employer where she was em- 
ployed char-girl, she finds herself alone unexpectedly thrown among 
the Anti-Catholic rioters denouncing the Relief Act 1778. Unhesitant- 
active part the demonstration until she accosted 
two young gentlemen adventure-Captain Willett Payne and Sir Harry 
Fetherstonhaugh. Not being person given questioning the propriety, 
much less the morality, her actions accepts the Cap- 
tain's invitation stay. This association, primarily because the 
Captain's enchanting naval stories, only adds fuel that burning de- 
which prompts Emy proclaim, want fame 


Upon the return his ship Emy once moves under the roof 
her new protector, Sir Harry, according prearranged plans formu- 
lated the two men. Since the baronet's financial situation better 
than his life for now assumes more glamour and lux- 
ury. But such pleasures are dearly and ere long distaste 
for Sir Harry only doubly increased her chance meeting with 
Charles Greville, poor but aspiring member Parliament. Her irre- 
charm and insistence fatal Greville and several 
months reluctance finally consents allow her and her child 
live with him. Just which one these three lovers the 
this child remains matter conjecture. 


The appearance Greville's uncle, Sir William Hamilton, man many 
years her senior, brings with the complete trensformation 

life. Circumstences his presence elsewhere, Charles urges his 
mistress prevail upon the uncle her return with him 
Naples during the interim. Unbeknown Emy, uncle and nevhew have al- 
ready agreed that Cherles will heve further with her. 


Six years have passed since first met Emy. Now 1786 the 
age she goes Naples mistress His minister, 
believing Greville will come for her within few months. But that pe- 
riod passes and when she learns the intrigue between uncle and neph- 
openly professes her love for the eged diplomat and becomes 
Lady Hamilton. With her hopes realized, Emy now gathered 
the arms thet exotic world courts and royslty, ad- 
mired and feted kings and nobles, become the idol rulers and 
subjects Amid the which prove such fertile soil 
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for the imagination the historical novelist are now transported 
this setting wars and plots and international treachery. wife 

the British Minister, whose country ally the Kingdom the 
Two Sicilies, Emma gradually assumes the role trusted confidante and 
true friend Queen Carolina. While the French revolution 

ing every vestige monarchy that country the spread the Jacobin 
movement Naples necessitates the aid the British fleet the 
iterrenean and with the heroic figure Lord Nelson. 


The fame and glory that have become his result remarkable naval 
victories the face great odds, soon make themselves felt Lady 
Hamilton. She must part that glory; she must have her name 
the same breath with that the Hero the Nile. Again her charm 
and beauty assert themselves and amid protests and avowals faith- 
fulness his wife the Vice Admiral falls another victim Emma's 
wiles and advances. 


Developments becoming more perilous and threatening each hour the Si- 
cilian Monarchs are forced seek refuge elsewhere under the protec- 
tion the British flag. But Hamilton's insatiable thirst for 
glory will not quenched until she has succeeded restoring Maria 
Carolina and Ferdinand the throne. With the eid Nelson and Sir 
William this accomplished, but the achievement dimmed when Sir 
William recalled from his ministerial post and Lord Nelson re- 
lieved his commend. the story ends see the three-tria juncta 
uno, Hamilton prefers it-bidding farewell their idyllic Med- 
iterrenean island. For Emma this not the end, but only the beginning 
her troth with glory. Within her she bears the child who will carry 
the glorious and honored name its illustrious forbear-Lord Nelson, 


Despite the multiplicity characters and complexity details there 
about this book such rigid adherence fact and coherence events 
that one lead read biography rather than novel. 

But remains essentially novel because the held clear, are 
studded the author's superior and entertaining imagination. The 
first part the story far the more interesting because the 
characters are personal, living individuals rather than mere 
moved back and forth across this historical setting. This 

the main fault the second part addition its burdensome 
length. Many minute details concerning the thrones could have 
been omitted without sacrificing the main theme the story. 


Regarding the morality the book little can said. The author has 
made attempt condone condemn. She has sst out 
dispassionately the events life without passing judgment them. 
She has well this purpose and only regrettable that 
her choice heroine was not one who could held admired 
and respected. Extra marital affairs, adultery, neglect her illegit- 
imate child meant nothing The scenes between Emma and her many 
lovers are never suggestively described. The language 
free from coarseness except for several minor However 
out the book one left with the impression that adultery, un- 
faithfulness and illegitimacy were taken part and parcel the 
everyday life that period. Undoubtedly this all quite true, But 
precisely because these immoralities, and particularly Lady Hamilton's 
actions, are handled the author hesitate recommend 
this book any but the most discriminating There are 
many other women history much more imitetion than Emma, 
Lady Hamilton. 


READERS CLUB-FEBRUARY 


Clark, Walter Van Tilburg. The Ox-Bow Incidents With introduction 
Clifton Fadiman. The Press the Readers Club, 

Readers Club selections are per single per 
year for twelve books, subscription. 


Clifton introduction fulsome its praise this 
"Western"; agree with Mr. The story Western its 
background, characters and incidents; universal its analysis 
individual and mob psychology. The simplicity its 
theme, mindful that Stewart's Storm Undset's Kristin Lavrans- 
datter, should lesson those novelists who persistently over- 


crowd their stories and overpeople their plots. 


There had been some rustling going that when young boy rides 
Bridger's Wells with second-hand version the cowpuncher 
Kinkaid's shooting three rustlers, did not take long form 

lynching led first Kinkaid's riding partner, Franley. 
Soon was the stronger willed Civil War veteran and 
rich rancher, Tetley, who used the lynching demonstrate his own 
superiority and occasion for sadistic satisfaction. Monor in- 
cidents and personelities are introduced carefully and realistically 
show how the lynching pack was formed and its excitement maintained 
despite some ebbs such that caused the the justice- 
loving Davies just before Tetley's arrival. But lack faith 
"Jude Tyler's kind and scorn for the preacher swing the 
pack ride out after being illegally sworn posse deputy 
sheriff without They capture young man named Donald Mar- 
tin, old weak-minded cowhand and Mexican, driving bunch 
some fifty head cattle. The trial held. Circumstantial evidence 
against the three. attempt break away the Mexican seals 
their Despite Donald's plea the triple hanging held 


Within half-hour the sheriff arrived with the slightly wounded Kin- 
Then began recriminations and ettacks Tet- 
ley, innocent victim, forced his father ride with the pack 
and assist with the lynching, commits suicide. His sadistic, domine- 
ering father, commits hara-kiri. Davies goes insane because be- 
lieved failed make last attempt stop the lynching. Art 
Croft, the narrator, and his pal, Gil Carter leave town escape the 
that soon began. the story ends can visualize similar 
effect degree the other participants. 


The plot simple and unified; the execution perfect. There hardly 
unnecessary line, certainly charscters who have not essential 
role. The motion excitement overrode reason; reason later came into 
its own and demanded price for its neglect. man cannot let group 
mob conscience substitute for his own nor must his actions belie 
his thoughts; nor can individuals courts even when the latter are 
corrupt. also indictment the evil effects corrupt jus- 
tice ("Judge Tyler's Corruption brings corruption. Religion 
that has not gained confidence peaceful times has chance 


crisis. 


the sense justice and morality acts Davies states there 
which has evolved through thousands years 
and whieh has independent existence, even independent Each 
man's says, “little fragment the conscience 
all men (p.63). Thus, man would not individually 
responsible God. Art Croft, too, thinks that "if God was worried 
about man was only large numbers and the course time.” 
effect the lynching the characters seems 
belie these theories. Davies, particular, felt sense personal 


responsiblilty. 


Because shading meaning and cumulation effect, this 
adult novel. additional reason for recommending only 
the mature its frequent profanity occasional 
But for the mature exceptionally worthwhile. 
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